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II. The Literary Models.

The authentic models for historical composition were
in Greek and Latin. Much as our literature in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries owed to the classics,
the debt was nowhere more obvious, and more fully
acknowledged, than in our histories. The number of
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translations is in itself remarkable. Many of them, and
notably the greatest of all, North's Plutarch, belong to
the early part of Elizabeth's reign, but they became
more frequent at the very time when the inferiority of
our native works was engaging attention.1 By the middle
of the seventeenth century the great classical historians
could all be read in English. It was not through transla-
tion, however, that their influence was chiefly exercised.
The classical historians who were best known were
Thucydides, Polybius, and Plutarch among the Greeks,
and Sallust, Livy, Tacitus, and Suetonius among the
Latins ; and the former group were not so well known
as the latter. It was recognized that in Thucydides, to

1 North's Plutarch went into five editions between 1579 and 1631 ;
Thucydides was translated by Hobbes in 1629, anc! Polybius by Edward
Grimeston in 1633 ; Xenophon's Anabasis was translated by John
Bingham in 1623, and the Cyropaedia by Philemon Holland in 1632 ;
Arthur Golding's version of Caesar's Gallic War was several times reprinted
between 1565 and 1609; Philemon Holland, the translator-general of the
age, as Fuller called him, brought out his Livy in 1600, and his Suetonius
in 1606 ; Sallust was translated by Thomas Heywood in 1608, and by
William Crosse in 1629; Velleius Paterculus was 'rendred English by
Sir Robert Le Grys' in 1632 ; and by 1640 there had been six editions
of Sir Henry Savile's Histories and Agricola of Tacitus, first published in
1591, and five editions of Richard Grenewey's Annals and Germany, first
published in 1598. See H. R. Palmer's English Editions and Translations of
Greek and Latin Classics printed before 1641, Bibliographical Society, 1911.
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